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**xxx Excerpt from The Geography of Commerce: A Text-Book This book involves two points of view: physical geography (physiography), and the
activities of men and organizations of men. This makes necessary the union of two phases of thought, often treated as unrelated, one dealing with
physical science, the other with economic affairs. The balance between these has been sought in the interpretation of commercial life as dependent
upon physical surroundings. This, it is conceived, should be the method for the study of the geographical basis of commerce. If commercial
geography is to serve its true ends in education, it must be primarily geography, not a mere aggregation of commercial data. The unrelated facts of
commerce have slight educational value; they should be made to illustrate some underlying principle, to make clear a natural law, to stand in
relation to the great stream of causes and effects. For the purposes of introductory study as outlined in the present work, facts should be taken with
a certain largeness of view, and will have their highest utility in indicating relative conditions at a particular time. The actual amount of the wheat
crop in bushels or of the coal output in tons for a given year is of little significance, unless comparison is made with similar data for previous years,
also with the statistics of population and with data for other countries. Thus is obtained a view of the relative increase and the relation of the
commodity or industry in question. Graphic representation to illustrate the increase of a commodity or industry, either absolutely or in relation to
population, or in relation to the increase or decrease of other commodities or industries,...
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