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*****.Excerpt from Agriculture in Other Lands: Notes Collected During the Course of a Visit, in 1910, to Europe, Northern Africa, and Asia Minor The
feature which must most strongly impress the visitor interested in agricultural matters is that rural Egypt is one vast object lesson to the
irrigationist. Here is a country that is to all intents and purposes practically rainless supporting, nevertheless, a flourishing rural population; and
which, if we except the Suez Canal and the much-fleeced tourist, is wholly dependent for its revenues on the agricultural produce of the soil. The
total area of Egypt proper is given as about 400,000 square miles, the great bulk of which is a barren waste, carrying not a vestige of vegetation
from one end of the year to the other. Of this area in 1909 there were about 6,500,000 acres under cultivation - 4,000,000 acres in the Delta and about
2,500,000 acres in the narrow Valley of the Nile. It is calculated that the raising of the Assouan Dam will have the eEect of winning over from the
desert an additional 1,000,000 acres. By themselves these figures convey but an inadequate image of the facts as they may be observed here - on the
one side an absolutely desert waste, and contiguous with it a few million acres of marvellous fertility, the productiveness of which cannot probably
be matched anywhere else in the world. One cannot describe cultivated Egypt better than by the statement that it has all the appearance of a huge
vegetable garden, from every corner of which the utmost is extracted by the industrious cultivator. This great productiveness Egypt owes, as is well
known to...
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