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Little can be done in the way of glasses towards correcting this form of astigmatism, though much
improvement of vision sometimes occurs when stenopaic spectacles are worn, the opening being
made to suit the peculiarity of each case. We now pass on to the much more common variety,
which can frequently be exactly corrected by the help of piano-cylindrical lenses. Regular
astigmatism is due to the curvature of the cornea being different in the two meridians, that of
maximum and minimum refraction; these are called the chief meridians, and are always at right
angles to each other. In the normal eye the cornea is the segment of an ellipsoid and not of a
sphere, so that there is a slight difference in the refraction of the two chief meridians, the focus of
the vertical meridian being slightly shorter than that of...
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