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***** It s said that poetry lifts the veil from the hidden beauty of the world and that it is wisdom mingled with delightful pleasure. Poetry has been
likened to a nightingale, who sits in solitude and sings to favor us with cheerful reflections; his auditors softened and entranced by the melody of this
unseen musician. Much has been written about the importance and purpose of poetry. Poetry strengthens the moral nature of man in the same
manner as exercise strengthens a limb. It awakens and enlarges the mind. Poetry evokes emotional responses and often acts in a dimension beyond
our consciousness. It is able to exhibit the beauty of conceptions in all their naked truth and splendor. Poetry is powerful, and although it sometimes
may be light and formative, it may also be insightful and reflect a maturity of greater significance. It expresses feelings and raises emotions to the
degree that one s experiences allow them to identify and be connected. It has been said that poetry gets to the heart of the matter, and is efficient in
that it says the most in the fewest number of well-chosen words. Poetry is intended to stimulate our latent inner thoughts and emotions. Our spirits
are often heightened by such things as a cold plunge in a cold stream, or after some kind of moving performance or personal experience; or even
while just enjoying one of nature s tranquil scenes or some other form of inebriating or exhilarating experience. This is probably fitting, since that is
perhaps the way that poetry is often initially conceived and written. Writing in the early 19th century Shelley wrote in his Defense of Poetry...
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